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This report is the international preliminaiy examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority imder Article 35 and transmitted to tiie applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 



sheets, including this cover i^eet 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a. □ 



sheets, as follows: 



□ 



(sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 

I I sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 

— and/or sheets containing rectifications audiorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Secticm 607 of &e 
Administrative Instructions^ 

I I sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which ^s Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 

— beyond the disclosure in tiie international iqpplication as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related hereto, in computer 



readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis ofdier^ort 

Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and e}q>lanations siq)porting such statement 
Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the intemational application 

Certain observations on the intemational application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 

otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on a translation from the original language into the following language , 

vdiich is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes o£ 

I I intonational search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary lamination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this rqport is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
Jurnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

the international plication as originally filed/furnished 

I I the description: 

pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* recdved by this Authority on 

pages* recdved by diis Authority on 

I I the claims: 

pages as originally filed/fiimished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* recdved by this Authority on 

I I the drawings: 

pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Auttiority on 

I I a sequCTce listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Rdating to Sequence Listuig. 

3. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of. 
I I the description, pages 



□ 

the claims, Nos, 

□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



4. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendm^ts axmexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since the/ have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 

the sequence listing (specif): 

any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specif): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked ^'superseded. ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabUity; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



L Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-10 



1-10 



JLJJL 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Most relevant document cited in the International Search 
Report : 

Dl: WO 00/71227 Al 

Dl discloses a user-activated domestic water treatment unit 
(refer to page 5, lines 1-2, page 8, line 10 - page 12, line 9 
and fig. 1). The unit has an inlet (30), an outlet fixture 
(24) , connections from inlet to outlet and water treatment 
equipment including an ultraviolet lamp (78) . It also 
comprises a discharge valve in fluid connection with the 
outlet fixture (page 15, line 5), which valve is the closest 
correspondence to the flow regulator of the present invention. 

According to Dl, the UV lamp requires an electronic ballast to 
operate. An electrical switch is used for energizing the 
ballast, which switch cam be either (refer to page 15, lines 
8-14) 



1. manually actuated 

2. automatically actuated upon switching the water discharge 
valve open, or 

3. automatically actuated by a flow sensor. 

The apparatus disclosed in Dl operated according to the second 
alternative above is considered to be the most relevant prior 
art . 

The invention according to claim 1 has three distinguishing 
features as compared to what is disclosed in Dl: 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continuation o£ BOX V 

!• the flow regulator is electrically controlled and 
connected to a voltage source via an electrical supply 
lead, 

2. the automatic lighting up of the UV light source^ is 
accomplished by means for detecting a supply current 
passing through the supply lead when the regulator is 
ac t ivat ed , and 

3. the flow regulator is arranged upstream of the liquid 
purifier . 

The claimed invention is thus novel . 

An effect of feature 2 above is that a minimum of adaptations 
are required at installation of a liquid purifier into an 
already existing water supply system with an electrically 
controlled flow regulator. Feature 3 makes it possible to use 
only one electrically controlled flow regulator for the entire 
water supply system, even if the system comprises several 
branches with respective tapping points. 

Although a person skilled in the art might consider using an 
electrically controlled discharge valve in Dl, there are no 
detailed instructions in Dl on how to design the system for 
the automatic actuation of the UV lamp. But most important: 
there are no indications in the prior art that would make him 
modify the apparatus by arranging the discharge valve upstream 
of the liquid purifier. 

Therefore, the invention according to claim 1 and claims 
dependent thereupon is considered to involve an inventive 
step . 

The claimed invention is also considered to be industrially 
applicable. 
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IntemaSn& application No. 

PCT/SE 2003/001803 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 



IPC7; C02F 1/32 

Acaarding to Internationa] Patent Classification (IPC) or to both nationa] classiiicatloD and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimiun documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC7: C02F 



Documentation searched other than minimimi documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the nelds searched 

SE, OK, FX, NO classes as above 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



EPO-INTERWAL, WPI DATA. PAJ 



C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Categccry* 



Gtadon of document, witli indication, where appropriate, of tiie rdevant passages 



Relevant to d^m No. 



wo 0071227 Al (LIFE SPRING LIMITED PARTNERSHIP), 
30 November. 2000 (30.11.2000), page 5, 
line 1 - line 2; page 8, line 10 - page 12» line 9; 
page 15, line 4 - line 14 



US 4535247 A (MARK E. KURTZ). 13 August 1985 
(13.08.1985), column 1, line 1 - line 44 



1-10 



1-10 



I Further documeots are listed in the continuation of Box C. [ ^ See patent family annex^ 



"A* 



S|)ecial categanes of cited documeats ^ 

document defiidng the general state of the art vAdth is not considered 
to be of pardcular relevance 

earlier ^jrpUcatian or parent but published on or alter the intematianal 
filmgdate 

docuitLcnt wbidx may throw doubts on prioxity claiin(s) or wMch is 
dted to establisii the putalicadon date of anotber dtation or otber 
special reason (as spcci£ed) 

'O' document xefenxng to an oral disclosure, use, eiduUiion or otber 
means 

document publidied prior to the iutemationfll iiliiig date but later than 
the priority daie claimed 



"T" later document pnbli^ed alter the intematianal fling date or pdonty 
date and not in coniUct with the ^ijdicaxian but dted to understand 
the priadple or theory tmdedyiiig the inveotlon 

''X* document of partiadar rdevance: tiie daimed inventian cannat be 
considered novd or cannot be conadered to involve an inventive 
stq} when ihc document is taken alone 

' document of jaarti cul ar rdevance: the daizncd inventi on cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive sbep wh.en the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, sodi combinatiQn 
being obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent fanaily 
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